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And nowy presenting “Virginia's Finest, The James Madison University Marching Royal Dukes!

= This familiar announcement begins each exciting half time as one of America's premiere collegiate
marching bands takes the field with their spectacular musical renditions and fast-paced drill
maneuvers. Among the many awards and performances, the MRD's have performed at NFL games
in Pittsburgh, Baltmore and Washington. "In 1983 they were the half-time show for the NFL
Championship game between the Washington Redskins and the Dallas Cowboys. They have been
y . a feawred performer for Walt Disney Productions and seyeral times have been the

1 feature band for the Richmond Christmas Parade, In 1988 and 1991, the Marching

« Royal Dukes were the featured band at the Bands of America Grand National
Championship. In 1994 the John Philip Sousa Foundation selected them as the

recipient of the Sudler Trophy. This award is the Heisman Trophy of college

marching bands. In 1997, the MRD’s were featured in

the Presidential Inaugural Parade for President Bill

Clinton.v and in 2001 performed for the

“Inauguration of George W. Bush. . 1997 also saw a

“first as_the. Marching Rayal Dukes took their first

European tour where they performed for the closing

ceremonies of the 700th anniversary of the Grimaldi

Family in. Monaco. In December, 2000, the Dukeés once

again performed. in: Burope for the New Years Celebration in

Athens, Greece with an.estimated audience of over 500,000,

In 2001, the Marching Royal Dukes made their first:appear-

ance'in thelMacy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City

- The Marching Royal Dukes have become well known for their out-
standing recordings. The band's first recording came in 1278 and in
1983 they began their tradition of producing a new recording each
year. In 1988, the Dukes produced their first compact disc. All
recordings c¢an be obtained. through the IMU Bookstore. The
Marching Royal Dukes are supported by both the Yamaha
Corporation and Sabian Cymbals and are used in both companies’

international advertisements. - Dr. Pat Rooney is the Director of

Bands. Brantley T. Douglas Il is the Assistant Director and Bill Posey

is the visual coordinator. Rick Deloney is the drum line instructor

“and Aubrey Rohr coordinates the color guard. Musical arranger for
‘this year'’s shows is Larry Clark, Vice President of Carl Fischer

Publications and a JMU Alum. And now, presenting “Virginia’s

Finest,” the James Madison University Marching Royal Dukes!
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